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January 22, 2007

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 3 o’clock and 19 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

————
O 1753

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. MCGOVERN) at 5 o’clock
and 53 minutes p.m.

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 54 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

————
O 1820
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. MCGOVERN ) at 6 o’clock
and 20 minutes p.m.

———————

CONGRESSIONAL PENSION
ACCOUNTABILITY ACT

Ms. MILLENDER-McCDONALD. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 476) to amend
title 5, United States Code, to make
noncreditable for Federal retirement
purposes any Member service per-
formed by an individual who is con-
victed of any of certain offenses com-
mitted by that individual while serving
as a Member of Congress, and for other
purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 476

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. LOSS OF PENSIONS ACCRUED DUR-
ING SERVICE AS A MEMBER OF CON-
GRESS FOR ABUSING THE PUBLIC
TRUST.

(a) CIVIL SERVICE RETIREMENT SYSTEM.—
Section 8332 of title 5, United States Code, is
amended by adding at the end the following:

‘“(0)(1) Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this subchapter, the service of an in-
dividual finally convicted of an offense de-
scribed in paragraph (2) shall not be taken
into account for purposes of this subchapter,
except that this sentence applies only to
service rendered as a Member (irrespective of
when rendered). Any such individual (or
other person determined under section
8342(c), if applicable) shall be entitled to be
paid so much of such individual’s lump-sum
credit as is attributable to service to which
the preceding sentence applies.

“(2)(A) An offense described in this para-
graph is any offense described in subpara-
graph (B) for which the following apply:

‘(i) Every act or omission of the individual
(referred to in paragraph (1)) that is needed
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to satisfy the elements of the offense occurs
while the individual is a Member.

‘“(ii) Every act or omission of the indi-
vidual that is needed to satisfy the elements
of the offense directly relates to the per-
formance of the individual’s official duties as
a Member.

‘“(iii) The offense is committed after the
date of enactment of this subsection.

‘““(B) An offense described in this subpara-
graph is only the following, and only to the
extent that the offense is a felony under title
18:

‘(i) An offense under section 201 of title 18
(bribery of public officials and witnesses).

‘“(ii) An offense under section 219 of title 18
(officers and employees acting as agents of
foreign principals).

‘“(iii) An offense under section 371 of title
18 (conspiracy to commit offense or to de-
fraud United States), to the extent of any
conspiracy to commit an act which con-
stitutes—

‘“(I) an offense under clause (i) or (ii); or

‘“(IT) an offense under section 207 of title 18
(restrictions on former officers, employees,
and elected officials of the executive and leg-
islative branches).

‘(iv) Perjury committed under section 1621
of title 18 in falsely denying the commission
of an act which constitutes—

‘() an offense under clause (i) or (ii); or

‘“(IT) an offense under clause (iii), to the ex-
tent provided in such clause.

‘“(v) Subornation of perjury committed
under section 1622 of title 18 in connection
with the false denial or false testimony of
another individual as specified in clause (iv).

“(3) An individual convicted of an offense
described in paragraph (2) shall not, after the
date of the final conviction, be eligible to
participate in the retirement system under
this subchapter or chapter 84 while serving
as a Member.

‘“(4) The Office of Personnel Management
shall prescribe any regulations necessary to
carry out this subsection. Such regulations
shall include—

‘“(A) provisions under which interest on
any lump-sum payment under the second
sentence of paragraph (1) shall be limited in
a manner similar to that specified in the last
sentence of section 8316(b); and

‘“(B) provisions under which the Office may
provide for—

‘(1) the payment, to the spouse or children
of any individual referred to in the first sen-
tence of paragraph (1), of any amounts which
(but for this clause) would otherwise have
been nonpayable by reason of such first sen-
tence, but only to the extent that the appli-
cation of this clause is considered necessary
given the totality of the circumstances; and

‘“(ii) an appropriate adjustment in the
amount of any lump-sum payment under the
second sentence of paragraph (1) to reflect
the application of clause (i).

““(5) For purposes of this subsection—

“(A) the term ‘Member’ has the meaning
given such term by section 2106, notwith-
standing section 8331(2); and

“(B) the term ‘child’ has the meaning
given such term by section 8341.”".

(b) FEDERAL EMPLOYEES’ RETIREMENT SYS-
TEM.—Section 8411 of title 5, United States
Code, is amended by adding at the end the
following:

“(D(1) Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this chapter, the service of an indi-
vidual finally convicted of an offense de-
scribed in paragraph (2) shall not be taken
into account for purposes of this chapter, ex-
cept that this sentence applies only to serv-
ice rendered as a Member (irrespective of
when rendered). Any such individual (or
other person determined under section
8424(d), if applicable) shall be entitled to be
paid so much of such individual’s lump-sum
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credit as is attributable to service to which
the preceding sentence applies.

‘(2) An offense described in this paragraph
is any offense described in section
8332(0)(2)(B) for which the following apply:

‘““(A) Every act or omission of the indi-
vidual (referred to in paragraph (1)) that is
needed to satisfy the elements of the offense
occurs while the individual is a Member.

‘“(B) Every act or omission of the indi-
vidual that is needed to satisfy the elements
of the offense directly relates to the per-
formance of the individual’s official duties as
a Member.

‘(C) The offense is committed after the
date of enactment of this subsection.

‘“(3) An individual convicted of an offense
described in paragraph (2) shall not, after the
date of the final conviction, be eligible to
participate in the retirement system under
this chapter while serving as a Member.

‘“(4) The Office of Personnel Management
shall prescribe any regulations necessary to
carry out this subsection. Such regulations
shall include—

““(A) provisions under which interest on
any lump-sum payment under the second
sentence of paragraph (1) shall be limited in
a manner similar to that specified in the last
sentence of section 8316(b); and

‘‘(B) provisions under which the Office may
provide for—

‘(i) the payment, to the spouse or children
of any individual referred to in the first sen-
tence of paragraph (1), of any amounts which
(but for this clause) would otherwise have
been nonpayable by reason of such first sen-
tence, but only to the extent that the appli-
cation of this clause is considered necessary
given the totality of the circumstances; and

‘“(ii) an appropriate adjustment in the
amount of any lump-sum payment under the
second sentence of paragraph (1) to reflect
the application of clause (i).

‘(6) For purposes of this subsection—

‘““(A) the term ‘Member’ has the meaning
given such term by section 2106, notwith-
standing section 8401(20); and

‘““(B) the term ‘child’ has the meaning
given such term by section 8341.”".

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD)
and the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
EHLERS) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California.

Ms. MILLENDER-McDONALD. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself 8 minutes.

Mr. Speaker, the bill before us today
was introduced by my distinguished
colleague, Representative NANCY
BoyDA from Kansas. It represents part
of a continuing effort by the Demo-
cratic leadership to clean up the ethics
outrage left over by the Abramoff scan-
dal.

The fundamental concept of this bill
is simple. If Members of Congress are
convicted of engaging in illegal behav-
ior during the performance of official
duties, then in addition to going to
jail, their public pension will be elimi-
nated. The language was included in
the Republican lobby reform bill last
year. The only difference is one en-
hancement responsive to Senate con-
cerns. We have added language to deny
pension benefits to Members who ask
others to lie for them, or help them
cover up their crime.

Applying this penalty to those con-
victed of corruption is another step to-
ward comprehensive ethics reform and
restoring the public trust in Congress.
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